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WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 



 

 

9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 

Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  

Wash a car by hand with 

someone in your family.  

Make a dish using a 

recipe that has at least 

four ingredients.  

Have a discussion 

regarding social 

distancing with your 

family. What has been the 

hardest part? What has 

been the easiest?  

Go on a photo scavenger 

hunt. Try to find something 

that goes with each letter 

of the alphabet. 

Read a book from the free 

section of iBooks 

or gutenberg.org 

Explore the power 

Hubble  at   

hubblesite.org/resource-gallery 

Mindful Minute: Write a 

letter to your future self 

about what is going on 

right now. How are 

you feeling? 

Play a board game 

with you family.  

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision.  

 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 

Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 

contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 

by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 

MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 

For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 

https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://hubblesite.org/resource-gallery
https://hubblesite.org/resource-gallery
https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540
https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540


Grade 12 English Language Arts:  April 27-May 1, 2020 

Hello Parents and 12th Graders, 

Here is a review of content previously taught this school year. This learning opportunity 

will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several opportunities for students to 

read, write and think about text within the following work provided.  

Week 5: April 27-May 1 Pages 744-756 
 

Day 1: 744-745 Day 2: 746-749 Day 3: 750-752 Day 4: 753-754 Day 5: 755-756 

Word Definition 

Misfortune (pg 747)- noun 

 

bad luck. 

 

Unfurl (pg 747)- verb 

 

make or become spread out from a rolled or 

folded state, especially in order to be open to the 

wind. 

 

Ravenous ( pg 748) adjective 

 

extremely hungry. 

 

Toil (pg 748) verb work extremely hard or incessantly. 

 

Certitude (pg 751) noun 

 

absolute certainty or conviction that something is 

the case. 

 

 

● For read aloud accommodations and specialized instructional support please 

contact your child’s teacher. 
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MAKING MEANING

POETRY COLLECTION 1

The Seafarer
Dover Beach 
Escape From the Old Country

Concept Vocabulary
As you perform your first read of these three poems, you will encounter the 
following words.

desolation   fervent   blanch

Context Clues If these words are unfamiliar to you, try using context 
clues—other words and phrases that appear in a text—to help determine 
their meanings. There are various types of context clues that you may 
encounter as you read. Here are three examples.

Restatement: Evan thought the acrobats made only a semblance of 
enjoying their routine; clearly, it was just for show.

Synonym or Definition: Whitney couldn’t help drifting off into a 
reverie, or daydream, during her history class.

Contrast of Ideas: Just an hour after the raging storm was over, the 
air was utterly tranquil.

Apply your knowledge of context clues and other vocabulary strategies to 
determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 
first read.

First Read POETRY
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read. 

NOTICE who or what is 
“speaking” the poem and 
whether the poem tells a story or 
describes a single moment.

CONNECT ideas within 
the selection to what you 
already know and what 
you’ve already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check.

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature

Language
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BackgroundsAbout the Poets

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it mean to call a place home?

The Seafarer

“The Seafarer” is a poem written in 
Anglo-Saxon (Old English), the language 

Dover Beach

Armies of the Night,  A 

Escape From the Old Country

Sanctuary

who immigrated to the United States from 

Burton Raffel (1928–2015) was a poet and 

Beowulf
The Canterbury 

Tales Don 
Quixote

Divine Comedy

Matthew Arnold (1822–1888) was a poet 

Adrienne Su 
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translated by Burton Raffel

The 
Seafarer

POETRY
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NOTESThis tale is true, and mine. It tells
How the sea took me, swept me back

And forth in sorrow and fear and pain,
Showed me suffering in a hundred ships,
In a thousand ports, and in me. It tells
Of smashing surf when I sweated in the cold
Of an anxious watch, perched in the bow
As it dashed under cliffs. My feet were cast
In icy bands, bound with frost.
With frozen chains, and hardship groaned
Around my heart. Hunger tore
At my sea-weary soul. No man sheltered
On the quiet fairness of earth can feel
How wretched I was, drifting through winter
On an ice-cold sea, whirled in sorrow,
Alone in a world blown clear of love,
Hung with icicles. The hailstorms flew.
The only sound was the roaring sea,
The freezing waves. The song of the swan
Might serve for pleasure, the cry of the sea-fowl,
The death-noise of birds instead of laughter,
The mewing of gulls instead of mead.1

Storms beat on the rocky cliffs and were echoed
By icy-feathered terns and the eagle’s screams;
No kinsman could offer comfort there,
To a soul left drowning in desolation.
   And who could believe, knowing but
The passion of cities, swelled proud with wine
And no taste of misfortune, how often, how wearily,
I put myself back on the paths of the sea.
Night would blacken; it would snow from the north;
Frost bound the earth and hail would fall,
The coldest seeds. And how my heart
Would begin to beat, knowing once more
The salt waves tossing and the towering sea!
The time for journeys would come and my soul
Called me eagerly out, sent me over
The horizon, seeking foreigners’ homes.
   But there isn’t a man on earth so proud,
So born to greatness, so bold with his youth,
Grown so brave, or so graced by God,
That he feels no fear as the sails unfurl,
Wondering what Fate has willed and will do.
No harps ring in his heart, no rewards,
No passion for women, no worldly pleasures,
Nothing, only the ocean’s heave;

1. mead n. liquor made from fermented honey and water.
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Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning. 

desolation (deh suh LAY 
shuhn) n.

MEANING: 
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NOTES
But longing wraps itself around him.
Orchards blossom, the towns bloom,
Fields grow lovely as the world springs fresh,
And all these admonish that willing mind
Leaping to journeys, always set
In thoughts traveling on a quickening tide.
So summer’s sentinel, the cuckoo, sings
In his murmuring voice, and our hearts mourn
As he urges. Who could understand,
In ignorant ease, what we others suffer
As the paths of exile stretch endlessly on?

And yet my heart wanders away,
My soul roams with the sea, the whales’
Home, wandering to the widest corners
Of the world, returning ravenous with desire,
Flying solitary, screaming, exciting me
To the open ocean, breaking oaths
On the curve of a wave.

 Thus the joys of God
Are fervent with life, where life itself
Fades quickly into the earth. The wealth
Of the world neither reaches to Heaven nor remains.
No man has ever faced the dawn
Certain which of Fate’s three threats
Would fall: illness, or age, or an enemy’s
Sword, snatching the life from his soul.
The praise the living pour on the dead
Flowers from reputation: plant
An earthly life of profit reaped
Even from hatred and rancor, of bravery
Flung in the devil’s face, and death
Can only bring you earthly praise
And a song to celebrate a place
With the angels, life eternally blessed
In the hosts of Heaven.

 The days are gone
When the kingdoms of earth flourished in glory;
Now there are no rulers, no emperors,
No givers of gold, as once there were,
When wonderful things were worked among them
And they lived in lordly magnificence.
Those powers have vanished, those pleasures are dead.
The weakest survives and the world continues,
Kept spinning by toil. All glory is tarnished.
The world’s honor ages and shrinks,
Bent like the men who mold it. Their faces
Blanch as time advances, their beards
Wither and they mourn the memory of friends.
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Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

fervent (FUR vuhnt) adj.

MEANING:

Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

blanch (blanch) v.

MEANING:
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NOTES
The sons of princes, sown in the dust.
The soul stripped of its flesh knows nothing
Of sweetness or sour, feels no pain,
Bends neither its hand nor its brain. A brother
Opens his palms and pours down gold.
On his kinsman’s grave, strewing his coffin
With treasures intended for Heaven, but nothing
Golden shakes the wrath of God
For a soul overflowing with sin, and nothing
Hidden on earth rises to Heaven.
   We all fear God. He turns the earth,
He set it swinging firmly in space,
Gave life to the world and light to the sky.
Death leaps at the fools who forget their God.
He who lives humbly has angels from Heaven
To carry him courage and strength and belief.
A man must conquer pride, not kill it,
Be firm with his fellows, chaste for himself,
Treat all the world as the world deserves,
With love or with hate but never with harm,
Though an enemy seek to scorch him in hell,
Or set the flames of a funeral pyre
Under his lord. Fate is stronger
And God mightier than any man’s mind.
Our thoughts should turn to where our home is,
Consider the ways of coming there, 
Then strive for sure permission for us
To rise to that eternal joy,
That life born in the love of God
And the hope of Heaven. Praise the Holy
Grace of Him who honored us,
Eternal, unchanging creator of earth. Amen.
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Discuss It

In what ways is the cellist’s relationship to the cello similar 
to or different from the sailor’s relationship to the sea in 
“The Seafarer”?

Write your response before sharing your ideas.

MEDIA CONNECTION

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

The Seafarer

“The Seafarer” from Poems and Prose from the Old English by Burton Raffel. 
Copyright ©1998. Used with permission of the publisher, Yale University Press.

The Seafarer 749



Matthew Arnold

Dover Beach

POETRY
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NOTES
The sea is calm tonight.
The tide is full, the moon lies fair
Upon the straits;1 on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night air!

Only, from the long line of spray
Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
At their return, up the high strand,2

Begin, and cease, and then again begin,
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring
The eternal note of sadness in.

Sophocles3 long ago
Heard it on the Aegean,4 and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

The Sea of Faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled.
But now I only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles5 of the world.

Ah, love, let us be true
To one another! for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;
And we are here as on a darkling6 plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night.

1. straits Straits of Dover, between England and France.
2. strand shore.
3. Sophocles (SOF uh kleez) Greek tragic dramatist (c. 496–406 B.C.).
4. Aegean (ee JEE uhn) arm of the Mediterranean Sea between Greece and Turkey.
5. shingles n. beaches covered with large, coarse, waterworn gravel.
6. darkling adj. in the dark.
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I never had to make one,
no sickening weeks by ocean,

no waiting for the aerogrammes*

that gradually ceased to come.

Spent the babysitting money
on novels, shoes, and movies,

yet the neighborhood stayed empty.
It had nothing to do with a journey

not undertaken, not with dialect,
nor with a land that waited

to be rediscovered, then rejected.
As acid rain collected

above the suburban hills, I tried
to imagine being nothing, tried

to be able to claim, “I have
no culture,” and be believed.

Yet the land occupies the person
even as the semblance of freedom

invites a kind of recklessness.
Tradition, unobserved, unasked,

hangs on tight; ancestors roam
into reverie, interfering at the most

awkward moments, first flirtations,
in doorways and dressing rooms—

But of course. Here in America,
no one escapes. In the end, each traveler

returns to the town where, everyone
knew, she hadn’t even been born.

* aerogrammes (AIR uh gramz) n. letters sent by air.
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Adrienne Su

Escape From the 
Old Country

POETRY

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

NOTES
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Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group. 

THE SEAFARER

1. According to the speaker, what tale does this poem relate?

2. What does the speaker say all men feel when they see the sails of a ship unfurl?

3. According to the speaker, what has happened to the world's honor?

DOVER BEACH

1. As the poem begins, what scene does the speaker describe?

2. For the speaker, what sound seems to have an "eternal" sadness?

3. In the final stanza, what does the speaker say the world lacks?

ESCAPE FROM THE OLD COUNTRY

1. What type of journey has the speaker never had to take?

2. What does the speaker try to imagine being?

3. According to the speaker, what does tradition do?

RESEARCH 
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from one of the poems. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an aspect 
of the poem? 

Research to Explore Conduct research on Anglo-Saxon seafaring as described in the 

Poetry Collection 1 753
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MAKING MEANING

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

� WORD NETWORK

Add interesting words 
related to finding a home 
from the text to your  
Word Network.

GROUP DISCUSSION 

Although it is not necessary 
for group members to agree 
about a subject, it can be 
helpful to seek common 
ground, especially as you 
begin a discussion. Find 
aspects of the poems on 
which your group can 
agree. Then, discuss your 
differences of opinion.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

Close Read the Text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. Annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
 Notebook Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify With your group, reread lines 101–108 of “The 
Seafarer.” What single line summarizes this passage? In what way is this 
line significant?

2. Present and Discuss Now, work with your group to share the 
passages from the poems that you found especially important. Take 
turns presenting your passages. Discuss what details you noticed, what 
questions you asked, and what conclusions you reached.

3. Essential Question: What does it mean to call a place home? What 
have these poems taught you about the meaning of home? Discuss.

Concept Vocabulary

Why These Words? The three concept vocabulary words are related. With 
your group, determine what the words have in common. Write your ideas, 
and add another word that fits this category.

Practice
 Notebook Use each of the concept vocabulary words in a sentence. 

Include context clues that hint at each word’s meaning.

Word Study
Latin Root: -sol-  In “The Seafarer,” the speaker refers to a “soul left 
drowning in desolation.” The word desolation contains the Latin root -sol-, 
meaning “alone.”

Reread lines 58–64 of “The Seafarer.” Mark a word that contains the root 
-sol-, and write its meaning. Then, challenge yourself to think of other 
words containing this root, and write the words here. Use a print or online 
dictionary to verify your answers.

desolation   fervent   blanch 

POETRY COLLECTION 1

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature
Determine two or more themes or 
central ideas of a text and analyze 
their development over the course of 
the text, including how they interact 
and build on one another to produce 
a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text.

Language
Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a
word or phrase.

754 



CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it take to survive?ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does it mean to call a place home?

Analyze Craft and Structure
Development of Theme A theme       

           

 A universal theme           
          

           
             

   

 A culturally specific theme      
            

            
   A      

    historical context         
 

             
             

           
           

 

GROUP DISCUSSION

      
    

   
    

    
      

    
 A     

    
     

     

Practice
A              

         

POEM
MEANINGFUL 
DETAILS

THEMES—UNIVERSAL 
or SPECIFIC?

HOW THE THEMES 
CONNECT

The Seafarer

Dover Beach

Escape From the 
Old Country

    755
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Write It 
 Notebook Draft a short poem about your hometown. Use first-person 

point of view, and keep a specific audience in mind as you write. Decide 
whether to use direct address or to leave clues about an implied audience. 

POEM
DETAILS RELATED TO 
AUDIENCE

DIRECT ADDRESS or 
IMPLIED AUDIENCE?

WHO OR WHAT IS THE 
AUDIENCE?

The Seafarer

Dover Beach

Escape From the 
Old Country

Read It 
Working individually, use this chart to analyze forms of address in the poems. 
When you finish, gather as a group and discuss your responses.

Conventions and Style
Forms of Address In a literary work, point of view is the perspective, 
or vantage point, from which a story is told. Point of view is determined 
by what type of voice is telling the story. In a poem that uses first-person 
point of view, such as “The Seafarer,” the speaker provides description and 
commentary from his or her own perspective, and readers see the world of 
the poem through the speaker’s eyes. In addition to a speaker, a poem might 
feature a specific audience. Poets leave clues that help readers determine 
who the audience may be.

A speaker uses direct address to speak directly to an audience. 
Speakers may name a specific person to whom they are talking, or they 
might use pronouns such as “you” and “we” to invite readers to think 
of themselves as part of the audience. 

A speaker may address an implied audience, or an audience that is 
hinted at but not explicitly revealed. If a poem has an implied audience, 
readers need to use clues to determine whom the speaker is addressing. 

POETRY COLLECTION 1

� STANDARDS
Reading Literature
Analyze the impact of the author’s 
choices regarding how to develop 
and relate elements of a story 

Language
Apply knowledge of language to 
understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening.
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